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and declared it his mission to exterminate it, and to resuscitate
the primitive and rational religion of the Vedas. He had learnt
to appreciate the code of morality inculcated in the Bible, as
the purest and loftiest ; and he had done his best to expound
and promulgate it to his countrymen His three Appeals to the
Christian Public, his Exposition of the Upanishads, and his Per-
sian work Tohufutal Mowahedeen attest the consummate ability
and unwearying zeal, with which he enforced monotheism as tho
substratum of the three principal religious systems of the world.
His great object was to engraft a kind of universal Unitarianism
on the prevailing religion of his country. But we have said
that he was not a Unitarian, his Unitarianism was essentially
different from that of the Channings and the Carpenters, the
Priestleys and the Parkers. His was a sort of Catholic Uni-
tananiam. It was philosophical theism. It was Natural Religion,
which so many philosophers of ancient Greece and Rome
followed. His advocacy and support of the cardinal doctrines
inculcated by different religions, though it might apparently
evince his vacillation, was in truth the result of Utilitarianism
But while he advocated the monotheistic principles of the Bible,
the Vedas, and the Koran, he spared no system of idolatry
With a moral courage, rarely to be met with among Hindu
reformers, he denounced the idolatrous prejudices of Hinduism,
Mahomedanism, and Christianity with merciless, but impartial,
severity.

This uncompromising and unsparing iconoclast while striving
to eliminate superstition and hero-worship from the religious
systems he had studied, failed not to extract from them the
simple and saving truths of monotheism.

It has been urged by some that Pvammohun Hoy had no
positive religious convictions whatever, but was merely a free
thinker. But his whole life is an entire refutation of this charge.
True he belonged to no existing sect, nor did he seek to
inaugurate a new system of religion. The great ambition of his
life was to promote love to God and love to men. This he
tried to effect by bringing together men of existing persuasions,